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Introduction  

Acha (1981) and the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria (1981 and 1998) 
recommended the inculcation of values as 
necessary in the socio-civic development 
of the Nigerian child at the various levels 
of formal education in the country. 

This paper considers value 
education as a viable tool for instilling 
values in Nigerians especially the young 
members who are the future leaders of 
tomorrow. 

Value education helps in the 
development thinking, and exploration of 
feeling and value clarification which are 
considered desirable and essential in this 
our complex and pluralistic society. With 
proper implementation of value education,  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
we will envisage a social order in our 
society as it will help the Nigerian child’s 
varied and various talents and capabilities 
for specific occupations needed for both 
individual and societal living and progress.  
 
The Concept of Value  

Akinlaye (1981) defined value as 
that quality of a thing  according to which 
it is thought of as being more or less 
desirable, useful and estimable importance. 
Murkherjee (1988) asserted that values 
constitute the foundation blocks for 
cultural universals which bind human 
beings at a variety of levels for example 
family, hamlet, village district, local 
government area, state country, continent 
or world. Ogwo (1992:142) asseted that 
our society reflects our values having 
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Abstract 
Value education is one of the major contemporary issues in the Nigerian 
educational system. Nigerians seriously needs value education amongst 
its citizens. Children are a nation’s most precious assets, so, there is a 
serious need to educate them rightly for the future of a nation depends 
on them. The impediments that surround the Nigeria. Child’s education 
are no doubt enormous and need the contribution and attentions of all 
stakeholders. And amongst these impediments are corruption, violence, 
examination malpractice, poverty, unemployment etc. which has 
dampened and eaten the hopes, dreams and aspirations of the Nigerian 
child. This work intends to look at how best value education can help to 
salvage of corruption in the 21st century. 
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intrinsic worth and can determine what 
makes up its values and culture. This by 
implication, means that we are what we 
make ourselves to be. We can thus, 
identify and teach those values that could, 
if imbibed by the Nigerian child, help him 
to become the kind of person that is 
desirable to us. 
 
Value Education 

Value education deals purposely 
with the inculcation of values to the 
inhabitants of a given society. It is the 
process of providing opportunities for the 
continuous development in all learners of 
the knowledge skills and attitudes related 
to certain values or ideals, which lead to 
behaviour exhibiting those values. 
Jerolimek (1977) considered value 
education as the active and purposeful 
internalization or inculcation of values 
through a socializing agents like the 
education or schools. 

Value education is not a process of 
ideological brain washing. It is a process of 
intellectual knowledge development, 
critical examination i.e. clarification and 
volitional acceptance, not coercive 
manipulation. It is a process of giving 
learners the opportunity to confront, 
appraise and embrace the value of their 
society on conviction or reject them on 
rational grounds. Value education 
according to Turpin, in Callahan 
(1997:265) as quoted in Onipe (2001) “Is 
geared towards producing learning and 
insights which help to modify behaviour 
and reinstate the cycle” 
 
 

The Child  
A child according to Ekpu as cited 

by Bozimo, (2004). Is family’s crowning 
glory; he is the link between the present 
and the future, the natural extension of the 
family, the one who receives the baton 
from mum and dad” 

In support of this definition, the 
Guardian Newspaper editorial (27th May, 
2005) agreed that “a child constitutes the 
bedrock of the society and holds the future 
of mankind”. In Nigeria, a child is 
somebody who is eighteen years and below 
and according to research, Nigeria ranks 
high among countries with child risks. 
 
The Current State of Values in the 
Nigeria Society  

The current generation of Nigerian 
young people are increasingly affected by 
violence, ethnic and religious war in many 
parts of the country; social problems such 
as lack of respect for each other and the 
society, poverty, advanced fee fraud (419); 
corrupt practices such as desire for quick 
money ritual, murder for money making, 
drug abuse, child trafficking, armed 
robbery etc. Ekwe (2003) one of the 
reasons for the noticeable changes in many 
Nigerians values is the influence of 
negative role models.  

The glorification of violence and 
materialism, which abound have pervaded 
our lives. The society applauds those with 
ill-gotten wealth, which these people 
fearlessly and openly display for all to see. 
Therefore, the habits of life such as always 
telling and seeking the truth, striving for 
excellence in all things, appreciation of 
beauty, respect and reverence for all forms 
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of live, compassion and kindness towards 
others, hardworking and integrity among 
others, are unfortunately, missing in the 
Nigerian society of today. 

Consequently, many people today 
have difficulty “pulling themselves 
together”. A great majority find it difficult 
to take qualitative decision and at the some 
time pressure of the modern day demands 
are too great on ill equipped individuals to 
face challenges of day to day living. 
Therefore, many people flounder in 
confusion, apathy and inconsistency. Many 
people find it difficult to get their values 
right. 

This unfortunate situation has 
caused a great deal of anxiety among 
thoughtful persons such as educationists, 
parents etc. They are concerned that our 
rapid progress in knowledge and materials 
have not been matched by corresponding 
advances in human character and virtue. It 
is recognized that the survival of the 
Nigerian society hinges on wide spread 
renewal of commitment to noble ideas 
which are embedded in value education. It 
is therefore imperative that the Nigeria 
children should be targeted very early in 
life to ensure he acquires the appropriate 
value. It was once remarked by Baikie 
(2002:171 that “the foundation of 
discipline is to be longed at the grassroot 
level - - -” 
 
The Need for Value Education for the 
Nigeria Child 

We are facing violence in our 
public life, corruption in many forms, 
decay of the family, lawlessness and 
conflict between generations. Not until the 

Nigerian child is groomed to acquire the 
correct attitude and values, all effort at 
fighting indiscipline may not yield the 
desired results. 
Etuk (2004:62) considered value education 
as “the education that aimed at changing 
people’s feelings, emotions beliefs and 
values.” She further maintained that it 
concerns itself with the inner development 
of the individual Eboh  (1994) in joof, 
(1994:125) asserted “that no nation can 
survive long without a set standard of 
behaviour for its citizens”. The need for 
value education is essential for the 
maintenance of moral integrity and 
standard for the Nigerian child. 

Value by nature, provides 
psychological foundation for specific 
motives and they are hard to break. This is 
why the teaching of values in schools 
should be of paramount importance. 
Values can be learned from others and can 
be adjusted through re-education. The 
main objective of education is to develop 
cognitive, affective and the psychomotor 
skills of the learner. Value education is an 
integral part of education because it 
emphasizes the affective strategy for the 
achievement of self actualization. Teachers 
need to gear instruction towards helping 
students to develop affective skills that will 
be put to use in and out of school, because 
what this country needs must is useful 
citizens who will live useful lives for the 
sake of the country and the society at large. 

Value education helps to impart in 
learners personal and general values, 
Ezegbe in joof (1994:77) wrote that 
“general values represent the basic 
orientation of the society and indicate traits 
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which the society regards as good and 
acceptable”. These acceptable value as 
listed by Jerolimek (1977:66) in Joof 
(1994:77) include “liberty, justice, 
equality, honesty, integrity, consideration 
for others, respect for peoples rights and 
properties, human dignity, individualism, 
responsibility, truthfulness, fair play, hard 
work, uprightness, faithfulness and 
tolerance”. 

Awareness of values can be 
developed in schools through the effective 
teaching of school subjects like Social 
Studies. A re-orientation of values will go 
a long way in training the Nigerian child to 
develop a sense of integration and 
awareness in useful living. 
 
Value and the Sustenance of the 
Nigerian Child  

Today, corruption is eating away 
the heart of the nation. People are now 
more concerned about the acquisition of 
wealth, power and influence with total 
disregard for justice, fair-play and 
morality. The trials and tribulations 
Nigeria is passing through today is the 
product of this decadence that has ruled the 
conscience of our people over the years. 
We are now poised to fight indiscipline 
and it is a war that must be fought 
successfully from the grassroot. 
In any society, the education system must 
perform positive and dynamic roles in 
sustaining and improving the society. 

It is interesting to note that 
“preparation for useful living” has been 
identified as one of the broad aims of 
education at the grassroot level (Baikie, 
2002). It is appropriately chosen because it 

is the means to our educational ladder. It is 
at this stage that the Nigerian child can 
either develop to be ultimately useful to 
him self and to the community or be a 
liability to himself, his parents and the 
community. The school curriculum must 
therefore posses ingredients capable of 
equipping the learner with skills, 
understanding, attitudes, habits and 
appreciation that can contribute to the 
goals. It is in view of this that the Federal 
Government of Nigeria through its 
National policy on Education (2004:8) 
recognized the importance of good 
character and values in its broad goals, 
which states that education should project. 
i. The inculcation of the right types of 

values and attitudes for the sound  
mind of the individual and Nigerian 
and. 

ii. The acquisition of appropriate skills 
and the development of mental, 
physical and social abilities and 
competence. 

For these goals to be achieved, the 
policies must inculcate values based on 
moral and spiritual principles, 
interpersonal and human relations, shared 
responsibility for the common good of the 
society and respect for the dignity of 
labour and promotion of emotional, 
physical and psychological health of all 
children. 

Value education can contribute 
greatly to the sustenance of the Nigerian 
child in particular and the society in 
general in the following ways. 
i. Active participation: value education 

inculcates the spirit of active 
participation in the individual right 
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from school. Value education can 
make the individual become aware 
of the basic provision of the 
constitution particularly those that 
specifically tells him his rights as 
well as his obligation to the nation. 
The learner is made aware of 
civilized way of seeking redress 
against injustice by the state or 
individual citizen. The individual 
gradually becomes aware of how to 
ask for his rights and discharge his 
duties without necessarily infringing 
on other peoples rights which is an 
ingredients in the sustenance of 
useful living of the Nigeria child.                                  

ii. Social skills: Value education assist 
the learner with “social life skills”. 
These are essential skills for a 
democratic life. These among others, 
include those of rationality and 
decision-making. Other equally 
important skills are those of voting, 
cooperation, open mindedness, 
honestly, diligence, fair play, 
tolerance, hard work etc. When these 
skills are imbibed by learners from 
youth it, will bring about 
productivity. 

iii. Patriotism: Value education is a 
means of transmitting unto the 
younger ones good norms, values 
and virtues of the society. 
Individuals are made to understand 
the importance of being a patriot, 
selfless service and the willingness 
to work for the common good of the 
society. In this way the outlook of 
the citizens become more global and 
increase their commitment to the 

society they belong. They become 
aware and appreciate the dignity of 
man and that of liberty and the 
worthiness of individuals 
irrespective of religion. This will 
help in solving problems of religious 
bigotry and ethnicity. 

 
Efforts and Obstacles to Value 
Education in Nigeria  

To put Nigeria in the right 
perspective in respect of values, it is 
important to highlight some of the 
qualities, attributes and virtues which 
citizens of a country are expected to 
exhibit if the nation as well as citizens 
within it are to survive, progress and for 
democracy to flourish. Such qualities 
include honesty, national consciousness, 
respect for fundamental human rights and 
freedoms, justice and fair play and respect 
for informed public opinion among others. 
The values and qualities are universally 
accepted to form the basis of harmonicons 
co-existence and for reducing social 
friction to the barest minimum. 
Unfortunately, however, Nigerians 
themselves admit that the degree of 
indiscipline in the society is alarming. 
Indeed one hardly needs any more 
confirmation than the worries expressed by 
the successive governments of the country 
over indiscipline in the country. In 1978, 
during the inauguration meeting of the 
National Advisory Council on Education 
for citizenship, General Olusegun 
Obansanjo stated that the Nigerian 
Education system should lay greater 
emphasis on: “Moral, spiritual and 
citizenship training as this would inculcate 
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citizenship qualities in students to make 
them good citizens of the country”. 

There is no doubt that since 
political independence in 1960, various 
strategies have been employed in both 
public and private sectors to address the 
problem of negative attitudes and values. 
For instance, the Nigeria Constitution itself 
has been fashioned in such a way to ensure 
unity, integration, equity and social justice. 
Other reforms include OFN, ethical re-
orientation, WAL MAMSER etc. All these 
efforts have not made any significant 
difference because the symptoms of 
negative attitude and values are still being 
manifested in the daily lives of Nigerians. 

The “get-rich quick” syndrome 
which has further given birth to crimes like 
corruption, currency and human 
trafficking, drug trafficking and addiction 
have hindered the effort of achieving 
sustainable good living and progress. This 
is so because local and international agents 
collaborate to frustrate the efforts of 
government to institutionalize structures 
and policies for self reliance and 
sustainable values for the Nigerian child 
and the society in general. For instance, 
some citizens who find themselves in 
position of responsibilities have often 
abused the privileges allocated to them. 
Those involved have always failed to 
conduct a critical self appraisal, put 
themselves on moral scale and find out the 
extend to which it is in aggregate terms, 
favoured by the balance of socially 
acceptable conduct. 

Unfortunately, the colossal amount 
of financial resources so far vested in the 
area of value re-orientation has been in 

Non-education sector. For instance, 
Operation Feed the Nation (OFN), the 
Mass Mobilization for Social and 
Economic Reforms (MAMSER) and their 
likes are not currently involving schools. 
The fruits of these are very clear because 
nobody gives what she/he does not have. It 
should be noted that positive attitude and 
values can only be effectively acquired 
through deliberate planned school 
curriculum. 
 
Teaching Values to the Nigerian Child  

How can educational programme 
be fashioned so that it can turn out 
youngsters capable of resisting the poor 
examples set by their elders while they 
retain respect and reverence for the 
community as a whole? Iyewarun (1989) 
observed that although the teacher is often 
not the official policy maker on curriculum 
content, it is the teacher who finally 
decides what is to be included in his 
programme of instruction when he faces 
his students. He added that what is most 
crucial is what goes on between the teacher 
and his students and not what is contained 
in the syllabus. It means then that since the 
teacher has a high degree of latitude in 
making day to day instructional choices, he 
stands, in an advantageous position to 
influence his students for better or for 
worst. 

The outward behaviour of a 
teacher in civic matters affects his students 
directly. Many teachers are involved in 
anti-social practices in school especially in 
their dealings with both the male and 
female students alike. Ukeje (1979) in 
Nuhu (2007 succinctly puts it as follows; 
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the corrupt school master is the greatest 
enemy of the society for a teacher affects 
eternity. The point here then is that the 
teacher must be transparently honest, 
committed to his duties, fair in dealing 
with his students and to be employing 
democratic method in the conduct of his 
lessons as well as in his less formal 
dealings with his students. Students are 
more likely to imitate the good civic 
qualities displayed by their teachers. 
Within the classroom itself, the teacher’s 
approaches to teaching should be 
integrative by creating good emotional 
climate. In a conducive climate, students 
exhibits more democratic attitudes and in 
this way develop better understanding of 
human relationships. Effective disciplined 
is based on freedom, justice and equality of 
opportunity experience by students. 

The success of the teacher depends 
on his skills in guiding the students to 
reflect positively on concepts being taught. 
This calls for the use of suitable 
approaches, materials and clear 
explanations to produce the desired effect. 
It is important to note that those employed 
to teach subjects like Social Studies, 
should receive special training. Handful 
explanations help the students to reflect 
positively on values intended to be 
conveyed. Among teaching strategies that 
have been known to be facilitate value 
education are story telling, Role playing, 
field trip, Questioning, Discussion on self 
awareness, Awareness on others, Empathy 
for others and encouraging children to 
express their ideas freely. 
 
 

Conclusion  
A teacher who is warm, kind, 

honest, sympathetic, considerate, 
understanding will similarly have influence 
on the personality of the younger 
generation audiencing such attributes in 
the teacher. The teacher is a man who has 
honestly fought his way through to a 
philosophy of life which he would like his 
learners to share but through democratic 
sharing which will help each to construct 
his own value system and provide him 
with personal moral stability in a dynamic 
society. However, the fact remains that 
charity begins at home. The value 
education the Nigerian child receives at 
home is that which the child will carry out 
or build upon. 
If teachers also fully understand the 
relevance of values and how these may be 
affected by changes in society also if they 
are committed to how values can be 
implicitly and explicitly taught in 
classroom, they will be better able to bring 
about desirable changes in the behaviour of 
the students under their care.         
 
Recommendations  
i. The fundamental solution must start 

from home. The outlook a child has in 
future is shaped at the cradle which is 
the home. A  child with good and 
solid foundation at home will not 
easily succumbed to the pressure of 
the peer group in school or at any 
other place. Parents must do their best 
to fulfill the duties they owe their 
children, to humanity and to God. 

ii. Moral educators should be 
transparently honest, committed to 
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their duties, fair in dealing with their 
students since students are likely to 
imitate the civic qualities displayed 
by their teachers. 

iii. Teachers should add the study of lives 
of individuals with exemplary value 
system and behaviour to their 
instruction. By this a high degree of 
teacher child interaction will promote 
social values. 
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